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and a land tax at four shillings, whereas he sought to
reconcile the landed men to the new settlement by
keeping the land tax low. War was an interruption of
that energetic devotion to trade and manufacture
which was so remarkable a sign of the time, and which
was every year adding enormously to the wealth and
strength of the country. In case of war our enemy
would assuredly launch the Pretender and rouse the
Jacobites, if not in England, at any rate in Scotland.
War, in fine, would certainly at an earlier or later stage
come to be associated in the public mind with the
Hanoverian connection, and the burdens of war would
become BO many arguments against the dynasty. For
all these cogent reasons, peace has never been so
imperative an object to Great Britain as it was for the
generation after Utrecht,

Townshend advanced a certain way in the path of
non-intervention, but not on principle or system. To
Walpole belongs the chief credit of perceiving that the
time had come for altering the foreign policy of his
party. The Whigs had supported King William in his
vast schemes of continental alliances and campaigns.
Year after year they had placed all the resources of Eng-
land at the disposal of Marlborough, They had denounced
and resisted the Peace of Utrecht, and with every circum-
stance of passion and animosity had impeached its authors.
With Walpole new maxims definitely arose within the
Whig party. Principles of peace, of neutrality, of diplom-
acy as a substitute for war, began slowly to find favour
among them. Walpole did not carry the whole of the
party with him in his new departure j and if here were
the proper place it would be interesting to trace thisen urged him to marry again. Wiping his eyea,theer would never forsakeghofa, pp,
